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Assignment 2: Democracy according to Plato and Me
Democracy refers to the rule by the whole population; people own the government. It can also be defined as the majority rule since whatever the majority decides gets implemented. However, according to Plato, he preferred a democracy of the few wealthy citizens controlling the country to ordinary people having a say in the ruling authority. Plato emphasized oligarchy government. I think that democracy for the whole population is the best type of government. My reasons would be, with the people having the right to choose their preferred rulers, the government formed will be more accountable and focus on the people's interest, unlike the oligarchy democracy. Oligarchy results in an impenetrable ruling class and encourages income inequality, thereby disrupting the economy. 
	Nevertheless, Plato was single-minded in pursuit of justice in society. I think to achieve the state of a just society, policies and interventions made by the government need to include the vulnerable and marginalized population as beneficiaries and participants in decision-making and social changes in a unique way (Ritchie, 2008). The government also needs to develop measurable goals to monitor and control the gaps present in social and economic inequality. Also, the government should come up with a method to eliminate differences and conflicts in society. In his idea, Pluto believed in the rule by philosophers, as they seemed more intelligent, wise, and open-minded and had a systematic approach in such matters as leadership.
	Plato put more emphasis on the rule by reason. I agree that this would be the best form of government. If those governing a state are guided by great sense and knowledge, they will remain focused to achieve the goals. Their reason must be to bring good to society rather than being self-centered. Self-centered leaders are mostly hungry for wealth and power. Therefore, it is for citizens to critically evaluate the kind of leaders they on the ballot and their reasons to rule before any elections. They should go for those selfless rulers who can be trusted to bring about justice in society.
	Plato compared the state to a ship and referred to the governors as captains. I find the metaphor very brilliant idea portraying a lot of wisdom. Typically, the ship encounters a lot of challenges in the sea, such as storms. To overcome the storms and reach its destination with all its passengers safe, a qualified captain must be on the wheel (Ritchie, 2008). Similarly, a state can face many challenges, such as racism and inequality, hindering social justice. Therefore, governors need to be well informed in such relevant fields as law, economics, etc., to tackle the challenges. If that is not the case, incompetent governors will bring more disasters to the state than solutions.  
	In conclusion, I think democracy is a crucial factor to a just state. We say there is democracy when there is equality in the society, individual freedom, majority rule, and free election. Democracy enhances accountability by preventing the abuse of power by rulers, protects the people's interests, promotes equality, and enhances a state's stability. Therefore, we should embrace democracy by exercising our right to vote, discouraging acts that may lead to social injustices such as discrimination or corruption. Through this, society will be able to have a balanced and harmonious social condition. 


Reference
Ritchie, S. (2008). Political Myth and Action in Pericles' Funeral Oration. Arts.



